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STUDY GUIDE—CHAPTER TWO

1. The stories in the book of Genesis are not really about “how everything in the world began in the first place.” What is her argument about the two stories of creation in the book of Genesis?
From the two stories, Hellwig argues that we exist because of God’s will. God wants human beings to be happy like Him. That is the reason why God provided man with all the best creation gifts as a way of sustenance in existence. Additionally, God rules the universe through sharing wisdom with human beings. God gave human beings the ability to think and perform various activities, where death is a way of punishment if boundaries are not kept.

2. The word “mythos” in Greek means story. What four teachings come from the stories or myths in Genesis 1-2? (p. 31)T
1. Human beings share knowledge with God.
2. Man and woman were created for companionship and partnership in life.
3. There is punishment in case the principles that govern human beings are broken.
4. A man was granted the responsibility to take care of the creation since it is a gift.
 
 
3. The New Testament writers added Jesus the Christ to their understanding of the genesis of the world. These ancient beliefs became part of the core theological affirmations of the early church. Read each passage and give a summary in your own words.
 
1. John 1: 1-14
The word of God existed from a very long time ago, which represents God. Jesus is the Lamb who came in the form of a man to bring light to the world. Life started to exist. Light represented the life that people live.

1. Colossians 1: 15-18
Jesus was an image of God in the form of human beings. Jesus is identified as the light to destroy the darkness in the world. Jesus was made to bring meaning and understanding to human lives. Through Jesus Christ, people get the reason as to why they exist since life is given meaning.

4. Define the challenge of Gnosticism or dualism to the biblical understanding of God’s creation. 
How does the Christian tradition resolve this theologically? (p. 34-36)
Gnosticism is a challenge to Christians because it confuses their lives since two different sources oppose each other. Theoretically, this challenge is resolved through the suggestion that there could be two Gods. However, the Christian tradition also believes that creation is not out of nothing.
5. Define the challenge of Marcionism (p. 37-38). How does the early Christian tradition respond to this internal theological idea?
The two stories assert two different Gods. There is a misleading description of God since He does not practice justice to Jesus as revealed through suffering and death. The Christian tradition views God into two perceptions. The Christian tradition approaches the suffering and death of Jesus as a form of love that God had for human beings.

6. Define the challenge of pantheism (p. 38-39). How does the Christian tradition resolve this theologically?
Pantheism views the world and God as one, thus a way of emanating God, which is more likely to cause less respect for individuals. The Christian tradition vehemently opposes this thought. Although pantheism justifies the events currently happening in the world, the Christian tradition considers it a prophecy. Christian belief is based more on the protection of the rights of the poor.
7. What challenges does Galileo bring? What challenges do the doctrines of evolution bring? How does Hellwig see the church affirming the theories of Charles Darwin yet adding its core truths?
The doctrines of evolution show the relationship between the understanding of the universe and history between revelation and science. The sequence of weeks in a week was seven days at the beginning of the universe, while Adam and Eve’s beginning shows the human race's start. The church affirms the relationship between man and God and does not show scientific explanations. The process of creation is a continual process that is passed over many generations despite sin and destruction.
8. What three theological affirmations does the church hold on to—as its theological center—in embracing the scientific doctrine of evolution?
a) God proved His love for human kinds through the suffering and death of Jesus. 
b) Christian faith is based on protecting the poor's rights and enhancing respect for all human beings.
c) Creation process is continual and is still practiced in the presence of sin.
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9. What questions do you have? (list one)
 
Since God created and gave human beings the knowledge, why did He not make them too resistant to sin instead of sending Jesus?

